
 
January 15, 2020 

RE: Community Update on Preschool Programming 

Dear Atlantic Highlands School Community, 

In the Spring of 2020, the Atlantic Highlands Board of Education, in consultation with 
district administration, made the difficult decision to suspend the tuition-based preschool 
program for the 2020 -2021 school year due to COVID regulations. Recently there have 
been several inquiries as to the status of this program for the 2021 - 2022 school year.  

Earlier this month the Atlantic Highlands Board of Education underwent a reorganization 
process in which they welcomed four new BOE members and elected a new president 
and vice-president. In addition to this, the district is undergoing a search for a new 
Superintendent of Schools who will begin in July 2021. Given this transition and the 
continued regulations and uncertainty surrounding the pandemic, it is too early to 
determine whether Atlantic Highlands Elementary School will be housing a tuition-based 
preschool program for the 2021 - 2022 school year. 

With that being said, there is intention to open up conversations and planning around 
this topic. As part of the process we will be exploring structures, schedules, curriculum, 
tuition schedules and staffing of other preschool programs that are highly regarded in 
the surrounding areas. If and when the Atlantic Highlands preschool program reopens it 
will be restructured in a way that supports best education practices for early childhood 
development. 

As you know, the Atlantic Highlands preschool program has been a valuable part of the 
community for decades and we understand the community's desire to keep offering the 
program for years to come. We are confident that the district’s administrative team and 
the Board of Education share this vision and will begin opening up conversations on 
how to reinstate the program in the future. Any decisions that are made will be 
communicated out to the community at the appropriate time. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

 

Yours in education, 

Dr. Susan Compton Mrs. Lori Skibinski 
Superintendent of Schools Principal 

 


